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HEALING AND HOPE FOR HOMELESS PERSONS

A Night to Remember

Christ House’s inaugural Turning Toward the Sun
benefit was a remarkable evening that brought
together the community to celebrate our shared
commitment to healing and hope. The theme,
Turning Toward the Sun, served as a reminder

of our dedication to serving unhoused persons
with acute medical needs and was inspired by the
symbolism of sunflowers, which follow the sun for
light and strength. This imagery was a reflection
of our mission to remain steadfast and resilient as
we continue to serve the most vulnerable in our
community.

A true highlight of the evening was the screening
of two documentaries that beautifully captured
the stories of our patients, Kairos Members, and
the impact of Christ House’s work. One moment
that stood out was the inclusion of a patient’s
original song, featuring the poignant lyrics,

“One day, one way, I'm gonna make it.” This song
resonated deeply with the audience, serving as

a powerful anthem of perseverance, hope, and
the belief that healing is possible, even in the
most difficult of circumstances. It was a touching
reminder of the strength and determination

of the individuals we serve. You can view the
documentaries by scanning the QR code on the Several of our Kairos Permanent Housing Members enjoying
back page. Turning Toward the Sun: A Fall Benefit for Christ House.

The evening was not only filled with inspiring
stories but also with generosity. We were

lucky to have numerous sponsors who ensured
the success of our evening and made notable
contributions toward our mission. Our silent
auction brought an extra layer of excitement,
offering guests the chance to bid on unique items.

From local art to exclusive experiences, the auction
was met with enthusiastic support from our guests.
We are sincerely grateful for our partners who
continue to inspire us with their dedication to men
experiencing homelessness with medical needs and
who offered their support through financial and
(continued on p. 2)

The mission of Christ House is to provide comprehensive and compassionate care
for people experiencing homelessness with acute medical needs in DC and to offer

assistance in addressing critical issues to help break the cycle of homelessness.
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in-kind donations. Together, with your support
we were able to complete fundraising toward the
much awaited, much needed renovation of our
kitchen at Christ House.

Alongside the program, attendees enjoyed a
delicious meal, filled with warm conversation and
meaningful connections. Our longtime supporter,
Barbara Meeker, was presented with The

Healing and Hope Award for her dedication and
unwavering commitment to Christ House’s mission.
The fellowship that filled the room was palpable,

To Gather Together

We recently hosted a reunion for our Year Long
Volunteers, a heartwarming celebration that
brought together dozens of former Year Long
Volunteers from across the decades. The event
was filled with laughter, reflection, and the sharing
of cherished memories from their time at Christ
House. As volunteers reconnected over breakfast
and coffee, they reminisced about the bonds
formed with patients, staff, and each other, and how
their experiences shaped both their personal and
professional lives.

The reunion served as a beautiful reminder of the
lasting impact Christ House has had on so many, not
only in the community but in the lives of those who
dedicated a year or more to our mission. It was a
special gathering, full of gratitude for the past and a
shared commitment to the future of Christ House.
We are so grateful for you, Year Long Volunteers.

as supporters, staff, and volunteers came together
to celebrate and reflect on the impact Christ House
has had over the years. It was an evening filled with
gratitude for the past, and a shared sense of purpose
and optimism for the future.

In every way, Turning Toward the Sun was a
celebration of light, resilience, and community, and
we look forward to carrying that spirit forward in the
work that lies ahead. Save the date for our benefit
next year on

We would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to
the Pulte Family Charitable Foundation for their
generous sponsorship of our Turning Toward the

Sun event. Since 2021, their support has made a
profound impact on our mission. The Foundation’s PULTE FAMILY

commitment to uplifting the most vulnerable among CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
us, including individuals experiencing homelessness,

deeply resonates with our work. Thank you for your

continued support to Christ House!
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Renewed and Resolute: Adam’s Story

For many of our patients, Christ House offers a source of stability
that they have not had for a long time. Oftentimes, before

they even experience homelessness, our patients have endured
precarious and unpredictable situations. This is true of Adam, a
patient who has been in our care for five months now.

After the sudden passing of his wife in her forties, and the death

of his mother from cancer seven weeks later, Adam relocated to
the D.C. area where he lived on his own for over a decade and
continued his career as a forklift operator in the lumber industry. A
fall at home left Adam physically unable to continue his job and, as
bills piled up, he soon found himself out on the streets.

A nurse practitioner from Christ House first met Adam on an
outreach visit to a D.C. shelter earlier this year. After assessing the severe state of his swollen legs, she
determined that he could only improve under Christ House’s closely monitored care.

Since arriving, Adam’s health and wellbeing continue to improve. He receives ongoing physical therapy for
his legs and foot, with Christ House providing transportation to and from his appointments. Our
around-the-clock nursing staff educated Adam on how to manage and stabilize his high blood pressure.
Adam is also a graduate of our in-house New Day Treatment program, which he credits with helping him
work through and heal from the losses and hardships of life. He participates in numerous patient activities,
and it’s not uncommon to find him working on a collage or playing Monopoly with patients and volunteers.

Now, Adam eagerly awaits his move to a nearby nursing home. When he regains his mobility, he hopes to
return to spending time out in the wilderness to hunt and fish.

Welcome, New Year Long Volunteers!

This year, Christ House is excited to welcome three new
Year Long Volunteers! Tai, Brandon, and Megan join us
from diverse backgrounds, each bringing unique skills
and passions to our community. Tai, serving as a Respite
Care Assistant through the Franciscan Mission Service,

is a recent graduate from Notre Dame with a love for
rom-coms and knitting. Brandon, our Generalist from the
Lutheran Volunteer Corps, brings years of experience in
communications and development, along with a passion
for walking and trying new recipes. Megan, our Patient
Activities Coordinator through Brethren Volunteer Service,
is a licensed social worker eager to build relationships and
explore the city in her free time.

We look forward to the contributions they will make and
the experiences they will gain during their year with us.
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Making a List, Checking it Twice

The holiday season is just around the corner, and we invite you to make
it a little brighter for our patients and Kairos Members by donating
Christmas wishlist items! These gifts will be delivered to our residents on
Christmas morning, bringing joy during this special time of year.

Our most needed items this year are:

e Headphones

e Men’s flannel shirts (assorted sizes)
e Hats
e Gloves

e Scarves

e Warm winter socks

To view the full list of requested items, please scan the QR code. Iltems
can be dropped off during business hours. Please email volunteers@
christhouse.org for more information. Additionally, we will be hosting
gift-wrapping events throughout December, with dates to be announced
on our website and social media pages in the coming weeks. Stay tuned!

Thank you for your support in spreading holiday cheer!

Watch the
documentaries made
by our patients and
Kairos Members!
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